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The English list of ships of war is long and formidable, but not a tenth
part of them are at any time fit for service, numbers of them are not in
being; yet their names are pompously continued in the list; if only a
plank be left of the ship; and not a fifth part of such as are fit for service
can be spared on any one station at one time. The East and West Indies,
Mediterranean, Africa, and other parts, over which Britain extends her
claim, make large demands upon her navy. From a mixture of prejudice
and inattention we have contracted a false notion respecting the navy of
England, and have talked as if we should have the whole of it to en-
counter at once, and for that reason supposed that we must have one as
large; which not being instantly practicable, has been made use of by a
set of disguised Tories to discourage our beginning thereon. Nothing can
be further from truth than this; for if America had only a twentieth part
of the naval force of Britain, she would be by far an over-match for her;
because, as we neither have, nor claim any foreign dominion, our whole
force would be employed on our own coast, where we should, in the long
run, have two to one the advantage of those who had three or four thou-
sand miles to sail over before they could attack us, and the same distance
to return in order to refit and recruit. And although Britain, by her fleet,
hath a check over our trade to Europe, we have as large a one over her
trade to the West Indies, which, by laying in the neighborhood of the
Continent, lies entirely at its mercy.
Some method might be fallen on to keep up a naval force in time of
peace, if we should judge it necessary to support a constant navy. If pre-
miums were to be given to merchants to build and employ in their service
ships mounted with twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty guns (the premiums to
be in proportion to the loss of bulk to the merchant), fifty or sixty of
those ships, with a few guardships on constant duty, would keep up a suf-
ficient navy, and that without burdening ourselves with the evil so loudly
complained of in England, of suffering their fleet in time of peace to lie
rotting in the docks. To unite the sinews of commerce and defence is
sound policy; for when our strength and our riches play into each other's
hand, we need fear no external enemy.
In almost every article of defence we abound. Hemp flourishes even to
rankness, so that we need not want cordage. Our iron is superior to that of
other countries. Our small arms equal to any in the world. Cannon we
can cast at pleasure. Saltpetre and gunpowder we are every day produc-
ing. Our knowledge is hourly improving. Resolution is our inherent char-
acter, and courage hath never yet forsaken us. Wherefore, what is it that^
we want? Why is it that we hesitate? From Britain we can expect nothing